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The Zhuang ofien choose ormamental

bottles to age their laeujyaq.

(10) Ef# Folk Customs

T—a. £4@# % The Custom of Sacrificing to the Field Deity
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The village of Nabei in Guangnan County
preserves a patch of naz hongz meaning “royal
field” in Nong Zhuang, in which they only plant
an ancient type of rice seed, known as kaeuj
hong= ( * royal rice” ), kept pure for millennia
without ever intermixing it with other rnice
varieties,

perform sacrifices,
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& e, &H,

meaning “ royal rice” in Nong
Zhuang, is an anciemi rice variety,
glutinous rice. Every year when the Nabei Zhuang plam
this kaewy hongz in their naz hongs (" royal }'lildd}'" ) they

LEH. WG, ARES
., wAE "B, HREFHHA0FsaeE
fr&de

Kaewj hongz,

a type of red

BT R 7 huang Cultural and Linguistic Heritage



U XEA=BHIBERN

Zhuang Cultural and Linguistic Heritage

B T e 69 EAE LoAb i
TH] & £ 4E A 4

The steamed red glutinous rice
produced from the naz hongs is only used

for offerings to the sacred tree on the

sacred mountam.

T—b. £ The Mountain of Sacrifices

ol R — Rk e
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Within Guangnan County there is a
gacred  mountain wurshiru:'l,i by the
Zhuang. Every year on sacrifice days,
more than one thousand men from
twelve Zhuang villages near this

mountam climb the mountain to perform

sacrifice ceremonies.

& 5 Ak AR L B0 AT
B, PTHSEER, WE
W@, S5+, ATHIE

The head of each clan performs
a sacrifice ceremony at the altar for
his clan. The items offered as
sacrifices (animals, rnice, liguor,
etc.) are shared and eaten by the men
and boys. and prayers are made for
good rams and weather, for an

ample harvest, and for prospenty.
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Those participating in  the
mountain sacrifices accompany the
deity in eating the meal. The Zhuang
ancestors believed that people had the
responsibility to protect the sacred
mountain and sacred forest because
having forest means having water;
having water means being able 10
plant rice paddies; having an
abundant harvest means humans can

multiply,

T—c 48 “H 3" “&#" The Reception of Zoa'nong, the God of the Neoang
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“Forest” in Nong Zhuang

is called ndoang. The spirit of
the forest, worshiped by the Zhuang and called Zoa'nongz,is often also referred to by
this name. Each village has a designated location for sacrifices to the god of the ndoang.
This photo shows villagers in Guangnan County’s Daboma Village performing sacrifices
to the god of the ndoang. (The rattan baskets contain live poultry that wall be sacrificed.)

103~
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The willagers of Xiao Guangnan
welcome the rewurn of the god of
nefoang 10 its village abode (the small
building behind the wvillagers to the
left). As the sacrifices are made to the
god of the ndoang, Zhuang singers

sing traditional songs.

T—d. & “#4" Sacrifices to Zoachu

FEHRREFRPFRERASHER, LREX
Fasp, HadFdTAMER, 4 "HRL7, —
Rik—RRTE "H" B

The Zhuang have mherited a tradition of
protecting the trees of the ancient forest. The
ancestors believed that the sun deity and original
ancestor spirits, whom they collectively ecalled
Zoaehu, were all sealed in the forest. The ceremony

of sacrifices to the Zoachn has been handed down

from generation to generation.

All males in the Zhuang

villages of Maguan County
take part in the activities
surrounding the sacrifices 1o
Lo fu,




T—e. £8# Sacrifices to the Mother Tree
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At the Third Lunar Month
Festival young men and women in
Zhuang villages choose mates by
singing call-and-response songs o
each other.

LhHPEREIEARERS
et (S8 $96, F54&
e, R AT LA

The Dai (Tu) branch of Wenshan
Zhuang have a custom of making
sacrifices o a  “mother tree,” mih
maix 10 Dai Zhuang (myveh maex in
Nong),at the time when the fields are
first plowed in the Spring.

AL = A je ok 4
bR Bi §

Young Zhuang men and
women sit on opposite sides of
a river and sing songs to each
other at the time of the Third
Lunar Month Festival.

I IR uang Culwral and Linguistic Heritage



HEXEA*=L T EER

T—g B gy Longdvaen Festival
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Once a wyear, a Zhuang
holiday called “Longdvaen™ takes
place in Funing County's Guichao
Township. Each village organizes a
local theater troop and performs
Zhuang drama.

Zhuang Culwral and Linguistic Heritage

AR S
ik 1% 64 18 B A

The Longdvaen Festival is
the best opportunity for the
young people of Guichao 1o

choose mates through singing.

T—h. F# 14L& The Opening the Seedlings’ Door Ceremony

G- R BAGR0%, Fh
AT, BEBER. FROE
B REESHIREEGE
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For “opening the rice seedlings’
door.” a healthy, premy girl is

chosen to plant the first seedling.
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Part of “opening the seediings”
door” includes young men and

. women breaking up mud clods in the

paddies.
T—i. i % 5£4¢ A Ceremony for Repelling Insects

HHARATAHAL ARY
failp, oA oy, RBfriE R
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During the season when the rice
seedlings are growing, ceremonies
10 repel insects are performed as part
of the attempt of the Zhuang 10
maintain a harmonious relationship
with nature.

ANEFITH, i &
FASAGIE E

Then, while the villagers
beating gongs and drums,the
insects caught are loaded mto
paper boats and they float
away.
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T—j. 5. CABRES
Sacrifices to Nong Zhigao in the Sixth and Seventh Lunar Months

FH<AE, HREHERBEZEN
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Every year during the sixth lunar month,
each Zhuang village makes an offering to the
Song Dynasty (960-1279 AD) wibal chieftain
Nong Zhigao (b. 1025 AD). Though not
evervone makes their offering on the same
day, the content of the offering is the same:
purple-colored glutinous rice.

5 EMENR IR HOM B AR
EE, BEAaEy, REGEHE

All throughowt the Zhuang rural area, the
sacrifices to the tribal chieftain Nong Zhigao are
offered on a table prepared on a balcony er porch. If
the house doesn”t have a balcony or porch, a small
raised platform is temporarily constructed for the
sacrifice.

IR 3 R E S =L

At Guima Village in Guangnan County a cow 3

is sacrificed as an offering to Nong Zhigao,
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T—k. 4 #%E#44 L4 The Buffalo King Festival of Niutouzhai Village
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Zhuang  have traditionally
worshiped the water buffalo, and the
Zhuang Village of Niutouzhai
(literally: “Buffalo Head Village™)
in Wenshan County has buill a
Buffalo King Temple dedicated 1o
the Buffalo King deity.

FhEHFEF, FRAMNELY,
e A EFHT

The water buffaloes are also invited 10

FIVEX, FREHER
SREARNLFAHR

Thy Nlowehht DA e e Dt King Paiinl
decorate their own water buffaloes
with flowers on the Buffalo King

Festival,

=1 (-
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T—1. 4 X" Offerings to the Sun
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One day a year the Zhuang
women and girls of Xichou County's
Shangguo Village, after bathing in the
river and putting on traditional ¢lothing
and head dresses, make offerings to
the sun. This day is known as

“Women's Day.”

ERHCBEEMFEMAR, B LMD
E&Edekm

The women and girls of Shangguo Village
prepare yellow colored glutinous rice and then carry

it up Sun Mountain to offer 1o the sun.

EREM R ELMLE
Bk

The women of Shangguo
making their offerings to the
su.,




T—m. £47%¥ The Firstfruits Festival
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Every year, when the rice npens, each
Zhuang village choses an auspicious day to hold a
firstfruits festival. On the chosen day. some stalks
of rice are plucked and brought to the house and
given as offerings to the ancestors on the
household's ancestor aliar. Delicious foods are also
prepared and offered 10 the ancestors. Before the
family eats the meal, portions must also be fed to
the home's dog and the buffalo.

HEMETHY, Falke, BHRILGR

At the firstfruits festival, the extended family all gathers together and sings

ceremonial songs.
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T—n. B&4 B2 X Bahao (Pya'kau) Village's Sky Sacrifices
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The villagers of Bahao Pya'Kau

in Zhuang in Guangnan Village have
built a wooden hall on Bozhe

Mountain for offering sacnifices to the

sky, to pray for rain, good harvests
and prosperity. Every vear the Zhuang villagers gather at this shrine on the mountain to

sacrifice a cow to the sky. The photo shows the village around Bozhe Mountain.

BfKAE, B4 "H4"
LB RAFLL

]

i

The wooden shrine to the sky on
Bozhe Mountain, buill many years

ago, has now fallen into ruin.

SEHRBAN, XFiEMHARL
5, HimEMoHNT, XEFRS
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Every year at the time when
villagers make their sacrifice to the sky,
if the rain that year has been excessive,
the pots are placed upside down, but if

rain has been msufficient the pots are

placed mouths up.
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Guangnan County's Guima Village
has an elders” hall, known in Zhuang
as ling hvaeng. The shrine mnside is
known as Jweeng ting Svaew. On
festival days. elders of the village
gather in their ting hvaeng and make
offerings at the hraeng ting Svaeu while
villagers dance the waditional bronze
drum dances in front of the hall.

FRE, FEHERARE ‘TR
While the festival offerings are made mside, the Zhuang willagers of

Wkt s AR

CGuima dance bronze drum dances in front of the ting hoaeng.
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T—p. 3 EH4F Sweeping the Village to Chase Away Evil
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With slight differences from place to place, every Zhuang

village has its “sweeping the village to chase away evil”
ceremonies. Both men and women, young and old, in Funing
Coumty’s Shangla Village participate in the village sweeping
customs, First the Daoist priest chants out traditional
scriptures, then he enters the village and performs the village

sweeping ceremony.

43 % SR AR &
E, - FKE

As part of the
village sweeping
ceremony, one older
man plays the part of

the demon general.

BEEH R

LAMNBEATFRERE P A

As pant of the village sweeping, children are equipped with wooden knives and

organized to enter every household 1o chase away evil.
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The Festival of the Ancestor Sacrifice of the Seventh Lunar Month
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Each year,on the 147 day of the seventh lunar month, Zhuang perform offerings
for their ancestors. Each family prepares many different food offerings and paper money
so that on the 15" the ancestors have sufficient “money” to travel the road between the
netherworld and this world. The Zhuang believe that on this one day. the 15 day of the
seventh lunar month, news can be passed between the netherworld and this world. On
this day some of the villagers invite a myehmaer (a spirit medium or priestess) to go to
the netherworld to check on the living conditions of the ancestors. The photo shows
Xichou County's Heping Village Zhuang villagers inviting a myelimaet 1o go visit the

netherworld 1o look for the spirits of deceased relatives 1o talk with them.

~115-
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Each year on the Chinese Duanwn Festival, the
Zhuang have special traditional medicine markets at
their marketplaces. Early in the moming medicine

buyers and sellers arrive at the market to trade.

T—s. £4844 The Sacrifice to the Song Immortal
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In Guangnan County’'s A’ke Village there is a
tomb for the Zhuang Song Immortal. The tombstone
was erected in 1835, During the 1950s,several
thousand Zhuang from both Yunnan Province and
Guangxi Region made pilgrimages to this tomb each
year to make sacrifices on the Chinese (ingming :
holiday , when the Chinese
sweep graves. Today, |

there are still several

hundred Zhuang pilgrims $IRFERVLEN

each year who compete to RN T A

be: the first 1o make an For the Zhuang villagers,

offering that year. Duanwn Festival has already
become a traditional holiday.
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For more than one hundred vears
iy Zhuang people have come to the gvave of
2 (e song immortal to make sacrifices and
pray to the song immortal to impart
Zhuang folk songs and wisdom.

T—t.4& 245 The Reception of the Princess Huanggu
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In 1659, at the fall of the Ming Dynasty, when the
Yongli emperor Zhu Youlang (also known as the Prince of
Gui, 1623-1662) and his twin sister Anhua (1632-1659)
were fleeing from Guangdong Provinee to Yunnan pursued
by Qing soldiers sent 1o assassinate them, Anhua fell sick
while passing through Guangnan and died. The Zhuang of
Guangnan buried her m Taiping Village, near the
Guangnan county seatl. (Zhu Youlang was assassimated in
Burma several years later.)

HFEEBAAF—AF ()
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Each year on the first “tiger”
day of the fourth lunar month, the
Zhuang of Taiping Village perform
ceremonies to “receive the emperor's
daughter” (Infama Anhua) and
sacrifice 1o Zoa'hongz, the forest
deity.
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T—u. 44 % The Bull Fight Festival

T Tk }

B,
4, 4555544550
BAFEE. raRASFES
LR EEATFY

Each year the Zhuang of
Guangnan County set up a bull
ring and organize bull fights. The
acuvities surrounding these bull
fights have become a traditional
festival.
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The ancestors of the Zhuang first
created bronze drums millennia ago and the
bronze drums continue 10 epitomize the
essence of the culture of the Zhuang, As the
bronze drums are believed to be “spirits”
cast in bronze, the drums have come to be seen as tools for bring blessing and
suppressing evil. On each festival or celebration day, the Zhuang people conduct
sacrifice ceremonies 1o the bronze drums.

HLHRE RN ERESHERAE L
o phwh do 435

Members of Zhuang clans that have kepi
bronze drums in Guima Village during the
bronze drum sacrifice ceremonies lick duck
blood and higuor off the bronze drums.
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The majority of the Wenshan Prefeciure

Zhuang that make sacrifices to Song dynasty-era
Zhuang chiefiain Nong Zhigao (b. 1025 AD) do
not have a Nong Zhigao temple, but Ayong
Village in Guangnan County has built a temple
to Nong Zhigao.

MAHRYSEHA
Wy BRI RS

Descendants  of Nong
Zhigao perform sacrifices at

the Nong Zhigao Temple.

T—x. %4 % % The Year End Festival of the Bu Dai Zhuang

L Ribah Bk R HT,
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Wenshan County's Bu Dai Zhuang
branch celebrate the end of the lunar
year with a festival commemorating
past battles. A tribal chieftain officiates
traditional sacrifice activities.
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Members of the Bu Dai branch of
Zhuang gather at the Year End Festival

for artistic performances.
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There are at least ten different branches of A wraditional design used in

Zhuang in Wenshan Prefecture, ecach having its  the clothing of the Bu Dai branch
own unique formal costume, casual dress, and  of Zhuang.

children's styles as well as jewelry.

T—z #%J)L¥F Zhuang Children's Festival
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Each village chooses its own day for
the Zhuang Children's festival. On the
chosen day, the children work together to
prepare a picnic meal.
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